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 I. Who are Copa and Cogeca? 

The united voice of farmers and their cooperatives in the EU 
 

• 1958 Copa – European farmers 
 

• 1959 Cogeca – European agri-cooperatives 
 

Two organisations with a Brussels-based joint Secretariat since 
1962 
 

 Two organisations 
 

•  66 member organisations (Copa 55 and Cogeca 30) and 36 partner 
 organisations 

• Representing 23 million farmers and their families, as well as around 
22,000 cooperatives 

•   38 of the members originate from the new Member States 

• Strong links to other countries (e.g. Norway, Switzerland, Turkey) 

•   Six working languages: EN, FR, DE, IT, ES, PL 

 
 



  II. How is Copa-Cogeca organised?  

Commodities and trade 
•  25 Working Parties 
• Current issues: trade negotiations, economic analysis, 
quality, food and feed safety legislation, implementation of the 
CAP 
 
General affairs 
•  Specific Working parties on the quality of agricultural 
production, food policy, the food chain, and feed 

    
 
       45 Working Parties 
       
      Prepare joint Copa-Cogeca 
      positions 

 
 

 



III. General Food Law 
 
 

 

 
 
 Copa and Cogeca are satisfied with the principles laid down in 

the General Food Law. This is a fundamental piece of legislation, 
which sets the foundations of food safety, in particular by: 

 

• Ensuring a high level of protection of human health 

• Shielding consumers against misleading and fraudulent 
practices 

• Guaranteeing a strong scientific basis 

• Encouraging the free movement of goods and an effective 
functioning of the internal market 

• Guaranteeing an integrated approach from farm to fork 

• Ensuring effective crisis prevention 



IV. Traceability 
“One step back, one step forward” – an important concept for 

 farmers and agri-cooperatives 
 
  

 
 

Traceability 
 
• The general requirement imposed by the General Food Law of 

“one step back, one step forward” is a very important 
concept for farmers 
 

• This is a reasonable minimum requirement to identify any 
person who supplied an operator and the business to 
which their products were supplied 
 

• Although this naturally comes at an administrative cost, Copa 
and Cogeca understand that this cost must be absorbed if we 
are to maintain the integrity of our production 

 



IV. Traceability 
Benefits of establishing traceability 

 
 

 

 
 

Non-exhaustive list of benefits 
 

• Quick access to information in case of an emergency 

• Accessing new markets 

• Consumer confidence 

• Facilitate supply chain relationships 

• More targeted withdrawals 

• Keep the flow of materials (inputs and outputs) under control, 
thus leading to better optimisation and waste reduction 

• More targeted controls/monitoring 

• Limit risks by avoiding unnecessary alarms and disruptions to 
trade 

 
  
 
 



IV. Traceability 
Challenges when applying the principle 

 
 

 

 
 

• The traceability of products at all levels of the food sector, from farm 
to fork  is very important 

 But the same applies upstream to farm level (e.g. fertilisers, 
phytosanitary products or veterinary medicinal products) 

 
• It is necessary to ensure that traceability requirements are 

proportionate 

 It is essential to heed the specificities of primary 
production to prevent administrative burdens and red tape 

 
• It may be beneficial to consider employing information and technology 

tools (ITC) whenever possible and feasible when developing systems 

 Nevertheless, it is vital to provide operators with a wide 
range of possibilities to ensure that any action 
undertaken is tailor-made to meet the specific conditions on 
the farm 



IV. Traceability 
Challenges when applying the principle 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

• In some cases, traceability requirements go beyond the ‘one step back, 
one step forward’ principle 

 This is not required by the General Food Law, but falls under 
food businesses’ contractual arrangements (certification 
schemes) 

 these systems must remain voluntary for farmers 
 

• Costs and administrative burdens clearly vary depending on the size of 
the farm or the size of the cooperative 

 Producer organisations can play a positive role here by 
reducing costs for their members 

 

• Traceability requirements must also apply to suppliers in third 
countries 

 It is necessary to ensure that an importer can also identify 
the businesses from which the different products were supplied 



V. Added value of traceability 
Food labelling & food fraud 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 

• The primary goal of food labelling is to provide consumers with coherent 
and transparent information to enable them to make informed choices 

 
 Traceability plays a key role in providing product 

information -> For instance, origin information 
 

• It is important to ensure that consumers receive the right information, by 
applying the traceability principle 

 
 For example, the origin of an agricultural product refers to the place 

where the product was harvested or where the animal was reared, 
i.e. the “place of farming” 

 
• Tackling food fraud is also a very important goal that must be achieved 

 
 Indeed, we advocate severe punishment for proven instances 

of fraud where traceability is key. This would act as a deterrent 
against future offences 



VI. Conclusions 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  The EU farming sector provides safe, nutritious, healthy and 

high-quality food 
 

 Traceability is a very important concept for farmers and agri-
cooperatives 
 

 It allows quick access to information and new markets, keeps 
the flow of materials under control, and limits risks 
 

 Still challenges remain before full and perfect implementation 
throughout the chain 
 

 A level playing field is of the utmost importance, especially for 
trade-related aspects 



Copa-Cogeca 

Promoting and developing the 
European model of agriculture 

www.copa-cogeca.eu 


