
REPORT : 18th Solar Keymark Network meeting – 10/12 March 2015,  
in Rome (Italy) 

The 18th Solar Keymark Network (SKN) meeting was held on 10 -12 March 2015 in 
Rome. This meeting, under the overall supervision of Dr. V.K. Sharma (researcher 
from ENEA Trisaia center and, presently, coordinator of CEN/TC 132 WG2), with 
valuable support from colleagues from ENEA Head Quarter in Rome, was  hosted by 
ENEA, the  Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable 
Economic Development. This important event was intended for solar thermal 
industry, test labs, certification bodies, researchers, engineers, designers, and other 
renewable energy professionals from around the world.  

18th Solar Keymark Network meeting inaugurated by Ing. Giacobbe Braccio, Head, 
technical unit for technologies development at Trisaia, was attended by more than 70 
participants from 27 European countries  as well as representatives from Egypt. 
Morocco, Tunisia, China, Canada, Australia and USA.  

Solar Keymark Inspectors meeting, CEN/TC312 WG1 and CEN/TC312 WG2 
meetings, Global Solar Certification Network and Board meeting and IEA-SHC Task 
43 experts meeting, were other related meetings that also took place at the ENEA.  

The SKN meeting provided an important platform to promotes the development of 
the Solar Keymark quality label and updates different standardization topics and the 
Solar Keymark Schemes rules.  

The Solar Keymark was created to certify solar thermal products of high quality at 
European level. The aim is to reduce trade barriers and promote the use of high 
quality solar thermal products in the European market and beyond. 

It is worth mentioning that the main objective of Solar Keymark product certification is 
to foster the growth of the solar thermal sector, using test procedures that ensure 
efficient products of good quality. Needless to say that the introduction of the brand 
Solar Keymark has revolutionized the solar thermal industry, by making available a 
certification of product that plays a crucial role in breaking down trade barriers and 
becoming of enormous importance for the growth of the sector. As a matter of fact 
the Solar Keymark has been chosen by several European countries, including Italy, 
as a technical reference for the access to the incentives provided to the users of 
solar thermal products. 

The Solar Keymark is a voluntary third-party certification mark for solar thermal 
products, demonstrating to end-users that a product conforms to the relevant 
European standards and fulfils additional requirements. The Solar Keymark is used 
in Europe and increasingly recognized worldwide. 

More information on Solar Keymark Certification. 

The scheme was developed by ESTIF (European Solar Thermal Industry Federation) 
and CEN (European Committee for Standardization) in close collaboration with 
leading European accredited test laboratories (including the laboratory of the ENEA 
Trisaia Research Centre) and certification Authorities with the support of the 
European Commission. 



It is to be noted that the first accredited test laboratory (as per ISO and CEN 
standards) to support Italian solar thermal industry, was established by ENEA at its 
research centre at Trisaia, in 2003. To determine the thermal performance, reliability 
and durability of commercial collectors or prototypes both flat and concentrating solar 
collectors, the laboratory, now for more than a decade is offering services for 
qualification of components and systems. Moreover, to determine the thermal 
performance of concentrating solar collectors for residential and industrial 
applications with working temperature up to 300 °C, a test circuit has been set up at   
the laboratory at Trisaia.  

 

More information on European Standards: 
 

 Solar thermal collectors (based on European standard series EN 12975-1 and 
EN ISO 9806) 

 Factory made solar thermal systems (based on European standard series 
EN12976 

 Custom made solar thermal systems (based on European standard series 
EN12977 

 
 
Benefits of the Solar Keymark 
 

 What are the benefits of the SK for manufacturers 
 

 simpler testing procedure 
 one test valid for all European countries 
 freedom of choice amongst the accredited test labs 
 easier introduction of new products in different European countries 
 simplified procedures for replacing components in certified products 

 
 What are the benefits of the SK for consumers 

 
 high quality products   
 guarantee that the product sold is identical to the tested product 
 confirmation that products are FULLY  tested according to the relevant  

          standards 
 eligibility for subsidies 

 
Information about the Keymark certification available from 
 
www.cen.eu/cen/Certification/Keymark   or http://www.estif.org/solarkeymarknew/ 
 
 


