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Marcello	Spanò	(1954-2017)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
	
FAR	OFF	HORIZONS	REACHED	WATCHING	EACH	STEP	
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Jens-Peter	Bonde,	Bispebjerg	Hospital,	Copenhagen,	Denmark	

	
	
	
Marcello	–	a	wonderful	man.	

	
I	met	Marcello	for	the	first	time	in	Leonardo	da	Vinci–Fiumicino	airport	in	Rome	in	September	1993.	I	
was	on	a	roundtrip	to	initiate	the	ASCLEPIOS	studies	on	occupational	hazards	to	male	reproduction	–	
studies	to	which	Marcello	contributed	so	much	during	the	succeeding	years.	I	was	immediately	
reassured	that	here	was	a	real	scientist	that	you	could	count	on	and	who	devoted	all	his	energy	to	
the	substance	matter	–	administrative	and	financial	affairs	were	easily	sorted	out	subsequently.	Our	
talk	in	a	corner	of	the	airport	lasting	less	than	2	hours	was	the	starting	point	for	23	years	of	fruitful	
collaboration	that	continued	until	our	last	getting	together	in	Copenhagen	few	weeks	before	his	
sudden	death.	

	
Marcello	and	his	group	brought	an	entire	new	dimension	into	occupational	–	and	later	environmental	
–	fertility	studies.	The	corner	stone	was	his	studies	demonstrating	sperm	chromatin	anomalies	as	a	
strong	determinant	of	male	fertility	–	independent	of	sperm	count.	Hereby	the	basis	was	created	for	
numerous	subsequent	studies	on	occupational	and	environmental	effects	on	fertility	
-	and	with	the	perspective	to	get	insight	into	transgenerational	effects	–	an	issue	that	still	has	prime	
research	interest.	Sad	that	his	work	on	the	next	generation	of	studies	based	upon	the	sperm	
epigenome	should	be	interrupted	so	harshly.	

	

Shared	scientific	interests	soon	developed	into	sincere	long-lasting	friendship.	Marcello	was	a	very	
private	person.	He	seldom	talked	about	his	family	and	own	affairs	but	during	his	visits	at	our	home	in	
Århus	and	later	Hornbæk	north	of	Copenhagen	he	got	to	know	my	wife	and	daughters	–	not	the	least	
the	one	of	them	fluent	in	Italian!	Hiding	behind	his	humble,	almost	self-effacing	attitude	was	a	caring	
and	determined	will	that	valued	fairness,	social	justice	and	interest	in	the	welfare	of	his	fellow	
colleagues	and	collaborators.	

	
We	have	lost	a	true	scientist	–	and	a	wonderful	man.	

Jens	Peter	
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Yvonne	Lundberg	Giwercman,	Lund	University,	Malmö,	Sweden	
	
	
	
Research,	food	and	salsa	

	
I	met	Marcello	in	1996,	at	a	conference	in	France.	This	was	the	beginning	of	a	friendship,	which	was	
lasting	for	more	than	20	years.	

	

Through	our	scientific	collaboration	in	many	EU-projects,	coordinated	by	our	common	friend	and	
colleague	Jens-Peter	Bonde,	we	had	many	occasions	to	meet	in	different	places	in	Europe.	Marcello	
introduced	me	to	the	world	of	sperm	chromatin	and	I	thought	him	about	genetic	variation.	This	was,	
however,	most	of	the	time	quite	quickly	done	and	then	we	would	go	on	talking	about	more	essential	
things	in	life	such	as	family,	relations	and	food	recipes.	

	
Marcello	used	to	come	to	Sweden	at	least	once	a	year,	and	our	children	were	always	looking	forward	
to	this	as	to	Santa	Claus,	because	then	he	would	visit	us	and	cook	some	fantastic	Italian	food	for	them.	
I	was	in	charge	of	the	shopping	–	just	some	few	ingredients	and	some	good	wine	–	and	Marcello	did	
the	cookery.	And	it	took	hours,	both	to	prepare	the	food	and	then	to	dine.	We	also	arranged	crazy	
courses	in	salsa	dancing	with	all	our	friends;	Marcello	in	charge	of	the	music	and	finding	a	teacher,	
which	he	quickly	did,	and	I	with	the	responsibility	to	organize	the	food	afterwards.	We	never	learned	
to	dance	salsa,	but	we	had	a	lot	of	fun.	

	
Marcello	did	not	feel	well	when	he	was	in	Sweden	in	November	2016,	but	never	could	I	expect	it	to	be	
the	last	time	we	met.	You	had	a	big,	warm	heart,	Marcello,	but	far	too	weak.	You	will	always	be	in	my	
thoughts	as	someone	it	was	a	great	pleasure	and	honor	to	have	known.	

	

Yvonne	
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Aleksander	Giwercman,	Lund	University,	Malmö,	Sweden	

	
	
	
Marcello	was	an	excellent	scientist	

	
In	the	fields	of	sperm	DNA	damage,	flow	cytometry,	environmental	medicine	and	toxicology	his	level	
of	knowledge	was	impressive,	but	also	his	clarity	of	thinking	and	analytical	ability	was	excellent.	
Furthermore,	he	was	also	technically	extremely	skillful.	

	
Marcello	was	also	very	clever,	warm	hearted	and	full	of	empathy.	In	his	relation	to	other	people	he	
always	tried	to	understand	instead	of	judging,	to	help	rather	than	to	fight	or	compete,	to	give	rather	
than	take.	

	
Marcello’s	importance	for	me	as	a	person	and	as	researcher	is	hard	to	describe	by	words.	We	used	to	
address	each	other	in	mails	as	“twin	brother”	or	in	Swedish	“tvillingbror”.	Marcello,	you	will	always	
be	in	my	heart	and	in	my	mind.	

Aleksander	

	
	

 
	
Janice	L.	Bailey,	Université	Laval,	Québec,	Canada	

	
	
	
For	many	decades,	male	reproductive	health	and	fertilizing	potential	were	evaluated	by	subjectively	
estimating	the	motility	of	a	small	proportion	of	sperm	in	a	given	ejaculate.	In	my	opinion,	Marcello’s	
research	legacy	has	greatly	enhanced	the	field	of	andrology	in	two	technical	manners.	Firstly,	for	
over	three	decades,	Marcello	pioneered	the	use	of	flow	cytometry	to	rapidly	and	objectively	assess	a	
large	number	of	sperm,	thereby	increasing	the	accuracy,	repeatability	and	depth	of	analysis	of	an	
ejaculate.	Second,	Marcello	coupled	his	expertise	in	flow	cytometry	with	DNA	structure	assays,	to	
elucidate	the	relationship	between	the	exposure	of	men	to	toxicants	and	the	stability	of	their	sperm	
chromatin.	Since	sperm	are	designed	to	package,	protect	and	deliver	the	paternal	genome	to	create	
a	new	individual,	Marcello’s	research	efforts	have	been	revolutionary	in	demonstrating	that	a	
father’s	environment	can	influence	the	development	of	his	offspring.	This	concept	is	only	now	being	
accepted	by	the	scientific	community.	
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I	met	Marcello	quite	recently,	only	in	2014,	as	I	was	planning	a	major	study	on	the	impact	of	
persistent	organic	pollutants	on	the	sperm	epigenome.	With	the	kind	collaboration	and	assistance	of	
Jens	Peter	Bonde,	I	arranged	an	intensive	meeting	among	international	experts	that	was	held	in	
Copenhagen,	which	was	deemed	to	be	more	“central”	than	Quebec	City,	where	I	am	based.	At	that	
meeting	were	investigators	from	Greenland	and	Denmark,	South	Africa,	Italy	and	Canada.	It	was	a	
warm	and	friendly	meeting,	thanks	very	much	to	the	hospitality	of	Jens	Peter.	I	noted	that	Marcello,	
who	was	gracious	and	kind,	encouraged	his	junior	colleague,	Claudia	Consales,	to	stand	in	the	
spotlight.	His	altruism	towards	Claudia	was	a	good	reflection	of	his	scientific	generosity.	He	was	an	
open	and	easy	collaborator,	who	sincerely	wanted	to	help	people	and	our	field,	and	he	did	so	with	
kindness	and	without	arrogance	or	jealously.	Such	traits	are	too	rare	in	science.	

	
I	have	very	fond	personal	memories	of	that	meeting	in	Copenhagen.	Before	discussing	science,	the	
Italian,	South	African	and	Canadian	visitors	met	for	a	boat	tour	of	Copenhagen	–	so	this	was	the	very	
first	time	that	I	met	Marcello	and	I	was	struck	by	his	gentle	and	kind	manner.	The	next	day,	Jens	Peter	
invited	the	group	of	us	to	his	country	home,	where	he	and	his	wife	hosted	a	beautiful	lunch.	
We	all	walked	along	the	seaside,	admired	their	boat,	drank	wine	and	then	had	coffee	in	the	garden.	It	
was	a	charming	and	atypical	manner	to	meet	scientific	collaborators.	Later	during	that	visit,	my	
colleague,	Sarah	Kimmins,	and	I	invited	Marcello	to	our	rented	Airbnb	apartment	to	join	us	for	
supper.	What	a	lovely	evening!	I	will	never	forget	how	much	fun	we	had,	figuring	out	how	to	cook	in	
a	new	place	and	searching	through	someone	else’s	music	collection.	In	the	end,	Marcello,	Sarah	and	I	
discussed	philosophies	of	science	and	life	in	a	bohemian	flat	in	the	middle	of	Copenhagen	over	wine,	
candles	and	a	delicious	meal	that	we	cooked	ourselves	with	Leonard	Cohen	singing	in	the	
background.	I	cherish	dearly	this	warm	memory	of	my	friends	and	colleagues.	

	
Janice	

	
	
	

 
	
Sarah	Kimmins,	McGill	University,	Montreal,	Canada	

	
	
	
This	is	a	beautiful	recollection	of	the	brief	time	that	I	was	lucky	to	spend	with	Marcelo,	a	lovely,	kind	
and	intelligent	man.	Thank-you	Janice	for	sharing	this.	
	
Sarah	
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From	Marcello	to	Janice	
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Tiaan	DeJager,	University	of	Pretoria,	Pretoria,	South	Africa	

	
	
	

 
	

Marcello, Sarah, Janice & Tiaan in Copenhagen 14 June 2014 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

. 
	
Don	Evenson,	SCSA	Diagnostics,	Inc.,	Brookings,	SD,	United	States	

	
	
	
Decades	long	collegiate	and	personal	friendship	

	
The	below	photo	captures	memories	of	decades	long	collegiate	and	personal	friendship	between	me	
and	Marcello	taken	between	our	favorite	bonding	object,	a	flow	cytometer	in	the	laboratory	of	
Aleksander	Giwercman,	Malmö,	Sweden.	 This	photo	was	taken	about	two	months	before	his	tragic	
death	by	a	heart	attack	while	in	his	flow	cytometry	lab	at	the	ENEA	in	Rome.	 On	November	28,	2016	
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at	a	Reprounion	Workshop	entitled	“Sperm	DNA	Damage	and	Strategies	for	its	reduction”,	my	talk	
“Sperm	DNA	and	how	to	detect	and	measure	it”,	was	followed	by	a	talk	from	Marcello	entitled	
“Natural	Conception	and	sperm	DNA	damage”.	 These	two	talks	demonstrated	the	strong	
commitment	that	both	of	us	shared	in	utilizing	the	SCSA	test	in	the	infertility	clinic.	

	
In	the	late	1970’s,	the	lab	that	I	was	a	part	of	at	Memorial	Sloan	Kettering	Research	Institute,	New	
York	City,	was	one	of	several	international	labs	that	were	at	the	forefront	of	developing	the	field	of	
flow	cytometry.	 From	this	group,	the	International	Society	for	Advancement	of	Cytometry	was	
formed.	 At	its	meeting	in	1979	at	Asilomar	in	Pacific	Grove,	California	I	gave	a	talk	on	our	
development	of	the	Sperm	Chromatin	Structure	Assay.	 Marcello	came	to	me	after	that	talk	and	
asked	whether	I	could	come	to	Rome	and	set	up	this	assay	in	his	lab,	to	which	I	agreed.	

	
	
	

 
	
	
	
That	evening	on	the	beautiful	Pacific	beach	of	Asilomar,	we	shared	a	bottle	of	wine	around	a	
campfire;	a	beautiful	memory.	 Spending	two	weeks	in	Rome	with	Marcello	and	colleagues	in	his	lab	
was	a	great	experience.	 Noon	lunches	in	the	cafeteria	with	pitchers	of	wine	were	followed	by	
capachinos.		 Evenings	were	spent	at	the	Spanish	steps	where	I	again	saw	the	beauty	of	the	Italian	
people	with	their	kindness	and	friendliness—a	characteristic	that	Marcello	was	a	champion	of.	
Conversations	with	Marcello	showed	the	depth	of	his	knowledge	on	Italian	and	European	history.	On	
day,	we	drove	up	along	the	Italian	coast	looking	for	a	good	sea	food	place.	 We	selected	a	live	fish	that	
was	grilled	and	enjoyed	as	much	or	more	as	our	time	together	on	the	Pacific	coast.	 Many	times	later	
he	brought	up	this	great	fish	lunch	just	to	share	between	us	that	memorable	time.	

	
Success	was	met	in	setting	up	the	SCSA	test	in	Rome.	 A	seminal	paper,	Sperm	chromatin	damage	
impairs	human	fertility.	The	Danish	First	Pregnancy	Planer.	Fertil.	Steril.	73:43-50	was	published	in	
2000.	 Then	very	fortunately	he	established	his	love	for	Scandinavia	in	the	laboratory	of	Aleksander	
Giwercman	where	I	was	on	the	thesis	committee	of	Mona	Bungum	using	the	SCSA	test	to	evaluate	
male	factor	infertility.	 Marcello’s	collaboration	with	the	Giwercman	lab	brought	a	wealth	of	valuable	
SCSA	test	data	on	male	factor	infertility.	
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Marcello	had	great	concern	for	effects	of	environmental	pollution	on	sperm	DNA	integrity	and	used	
the	SCSA	test	to	evaluate	effects	on	male	germ	cells	from	agents	such	as	phthalates,	heavy	metals,	
perfluoroalkyl	substances,	chemotherapy	agents,	lead,	organochlorines	and	PCB.	 A	number	of	
Marcello’s	studies	were	done	to	help	the	Intuits	exposed	to	environmental	pollution.	

	
During	the	three	decades	that	we	interacted	professionally	and	socially,	I	never	heard	a	negative	word	
about	him.	 He	was	a	kind	and	gentle	man	always	ready	to	listen	and	help	in	any	way.	 After	the	first	
major	earthquake	east	of	Rome	last	year,	I	emailed	Marcello—he	was	already	at	the	disaster	zone	to	
help.	 The	tragic	loss	of	his	life	at	the	prime	of	his	career	has	a	saddened	effect	on	what	his	long-term	
goals	were	on	male	factor	infertility,	but	also	the	loss	of	a	great	friend	to	all.		He	will	be	greatly	missed	

	

Don	
	
	
	
	
	

 
	
Gunnar	Toft,	Århus	University,	Århus,	Denmark	

	
Pictures	taken	by	Gunnar	from	meetings	within	frames	of	EU	projects	

	

 
	

Rome,	Italy	2005	
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Kharkiw,	Ukraine	2007	

	
	
	

 
	
Marcello	wants	to	watch	Italy	play	football	instead	of	posing	for	more	pictures	
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Mona	Bungum,	Skåne	University	Hospital,	Malmö,	Sweden	
	
	
	
During	a	long	life	people	will	come,	people	will	go-	some	with	more	impression	than	others.	

	
Marcello	and	I	met	first	time	in	2003	where	we	both	were	guests	at	the	University	Hospital	of	Malmö.	
Although	Marcello	wasn’t	the	person	who	spoke	most	loudly	or	had	the	hugest	ego,	I	remember	our	
first	meeting	as	it	was	yesterday.	Even	though	it	was	only	a	normal	Monday	working	lunch,	I	could	still	
point	out	the	exact	spot	where	we	said	hello	and	I	have	a	very	clear	and	sharp	memory	of	the	
situation,	people	around,	the	good	atmosphere	etc.	

	
Already	long	before	I	met	him,	Marcello	had	played	a	significant	role	for	setting	up	the	SCSA	analysis	
and	being	a	mentor	and	scientific	collaborator	of	the	University	Hospital	of	Malmö.	The	purpose	of	my	
own	visit	in	Malmö	was	to	learn	SCSA	in	order	to	analyse	samples	that	later	became	part	of	my	PhD	
project	and	I	couldn’t	get	a	better	co-supervisor	than	him	for	my	projects.	Marcello	explained	and	
answered	all	my	questions,	maybe	not	always	choosing	the	shortest	and	most	pedagogic	explanations,	
however	always	having	time	and	resources	for	you,	always	so	present.	He	learned	me	a	lot.	

	
As	many	of	his	other	collaborators	I	had	the	pleasure	of	having	a	friendship	with	Marcello.	When	he	
was	in	Sweden	or	I	was	in	Rome	we	often	met	for	dinner	or	for	a	walk.	He	always	had	time.	I	have	
always	been	very	fascinated	of	Rome,	but	learned	the	city	best	to	know	by	walking	around	together	
with	Marcello.	In	particular,	I	remember	an	afternoon	in	March	2014	where	visited	the	contrasting	
Giacometti	exhibition	at	Villa	Borghese	and	several	galleries	around	the	town	ending	with	a	dinner	in	a	
simple	taverna	in	Trastevere.	

	
When	Marcello	passed	away,	a	good	friend	who	saw	my	sadness	advised	me	to	select	one	of	
Marcello’s	characteristics	and	use	it	as	a	heritage	from	him.	Marcello	had	so	many	good	qualities,	
however	for	me	it	was	easy-	 if	I	could	inherit	something	from	him,	I	would	wish	his	ability	to	be	
present	in	situations.	Not	easy	at	all,	however	I	am	trying	to	improve	every	day,	and	I	will	always	
address	this	as	a	beautiful	heritage	from	Marcello.	

	
Mona	
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Oliana	Carnevali,	Polytechnic	University	of	Marche,	Ancona,	Italy	

	

	
I	met	Marcello	few	years	ago	at	a	conference,	it	was	very	easy	to	share	with	him	biological	questions	
and	even	easier	to	work	together	trying	to	give	answers.	
What	has	always	characterized	Marcello's	relationships	was	his	extreme	fairness	in	respecting	the	
competences	of	the	partners	and	his	generosity	in	sharing	his	knowledge	
I’m	sorry	to	have	met	Marcello	only	in	the	last	years	of	his	short	life,	I	will	miss	his	kindness	as	a	
person	and	his	scientific	insight.	
	
Oliana	

	
	

	
	
	
Stefania	Santangeli,	Polytechnic	University	of	Marche,	Ancona,	Italy	

	
	
I	had	the	privilege	

	

	
To	meet	Marcello	at	a	conference	and,	then,	to	collaborate	with	him	and	spend	some	time	working	
in	his	laboratory.	
He	was	a	passionate	and	thoughtful	scientist,	able	to	seamlessly	blend	the	biological	questions	he	so	
passionately	pursued	with	his	broad	background	in	sperm	quality	and	DNA	methylation.	
His	contribution	to	these	fields	is	unquestioned,	and	it	is	reflected	in	his	international	reputation	and	
many	publications.	
However,	to	me,	before	to	be	a	good	scientist,	he	was	a	beautiful	person	and	one	of	the	best	
supervisors	I	ever	had.	He	was	just	as	good	at	praising	as	in	scolding.	He	knew	how	to	make	you	
passionate	about	a	subject	and	spur	yourself	to	look	for	a	way	to	reach	a	goal.	He	was	always	prone	
to	dialogue	and	exchange	of	idea.	
What	made	him	special	was	to	worry	about	the	lives	of	his	collaborators,	that	they	had	hobbies	and	
moments	to	spend	on	other	passions	besides	work.	

	
He	was	a	truly	unique	person	in	our	field	and	he	will	be	sorely	missed.	

Stefania	
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Eugenia	Cordelli,	ENEA,	Rome,	italy	

	
	
	
The	Room	Next	Door	
	
Marcello’s	and	my	office	at	ENEA	were	located	one	next	to	the	other.	
	
Every	day,	for	a	long,	uncountable	time,	even	longer	than	the	23	years	of	my	son,	Nicolò,	I	would	daily	
lean	against	his	doorjamb	to	simply	say	hello,	to	ask	him	for	advice	or	to	beg	for	that	absolutely	needed,	
yet	impossible	to	be	found,	scientific	paper.	
	
Throughout	these	many	years,	I	worked	with	him	in	many	studies	and	projects;	from	the	early	studies	
on	 ionizing	radiation	induced	alterations	of	mouse	spermatogenesis,	to	the	study	of	DNA/chromatin	
integrity	of	the	sperm	cell,	until	the	more	recent	interest	in	epigenetic	characterization	of	male	gamete	
and	relative	investigations	on	possible	environment	related	epigenetic	modifications.	
	
I	think	that	two	particular	traits	strongly	characterized	Marcello’s	personality,	on	one	side	his	focussed	
scientific	rigour	and	his	almost	obsessive	attention	to	data	accuracy	and	quality;	a	meticulousness	that	
sometimes	-	 at	 the	umpteenth	request	 for	a	measurement	of	 the	 standard	control	 sample	–	would	
spark	 complaint	 from	 his	 team...	On	 the	 other	 side,	 his	 wide,	 sharp	 and	 never	 trivial	 vision	 of	 the	
direction	to	be	pursued;	an	approach	reflecting	those	personalities	unaccustomed	to	“follow”	tracks	
mapped	out	by	others,	but	ready	to	personally	“open”	new	paths.	
	
The	 coexistence	 of	 these	 two	 qualities	 is,	 in	 my	 opinion,	 what	 makes	 the	 difference	 between	 a	
“scientist”	 and	 a	 “good	 scientist”.	 And	 this	 trait,	 together	 with	 his	 encyclopedic	 scientific	 and	
humanistic	culture,	his	capacity	to	 listen,	his	empathy	and	capability	to	offer	 the	right	advice	at	 the	
right	moment,	made	Marcello,	an	excellent	scientist,	a	very	special	person	and	for	many	of	us,	a	much	
beloved	friend.	
	
Eugenia	
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Giorgio	Leter,	ENEA,	Rome,	Italy	

	
	
	
A	dear	friend	

	
We	were	young,	and	at	that	period	I	lived	near	the	roman	sea,	and	Marcello,	in	the	summer	he	came	
to	me	every	weekend	to	go	to	the	beach.	He	 loved	staying	long	time	under	the	sun	only	to	became	
black.	At	that	time,	in	the	early	eighties,	I	was	already	working	at	the	ENEA,	and	he	instead,	won	a	post	
graduate	grant	on	"effects	of	fractionate	radiation	dose	on	in	vitro	and	in	vivo	experiments".	He	started	
to	work	 in	 the	 field	of	 analytical	cytology	using	 the	new	 technology	of	 the	 flow	cytometry	and	 just	
about	 this	 time	 we	 started	 to	 collaborate	 as	 colleagues.	 Since	 1990	 I	 enrolled	 him	 to	 the	 same	
laboratory	and	under	his	guidance	and	experience	we	worked	together	for	a	long	time.	During	all	this	
period,	the	professional	life	has	been	not	different	from	the	personal	friendship.	All	things	in	life,	also	
those	more	emotionally	personal,	have	been	shared	 in	 some	way	or	 another	 in	a	 collaborative	and	
affective	manner.	We	spent	several	holidays	together	and	with	common	friends	and	also	the	day	he	
was	hit	by	the	first	heart	attack	we	had	planned	to	have	a	dinner	together	to	talk	about	my	personal	
problems.	

	

There	are	several	anecdotes	that	I	can	report	here	about	his	professional	life,	but	what	I	consider	that	
identifies	him	better	 is	his	 intellectual	honesty	and	his	precision	and		 richness	of	 the	details	 that	he	
was	using	in	approaching	the	scientific	arguments	in	their	utmost	extent,	so	much	that	it	was	proverbial	
to	insist	on	revising	it	more	strictly.	He	was	fascinated	in	particular	by	the	Scandinavian	world,	that	he	
has	been	attending	for	at	 least	two	decades	and	where	he	had	established	close	bonds,	scientific	as	
well	as	personal	with	a	number	of	people.	

	

He	 loved	 art,	 figurative	 and	 musical,	 the	 first	 was	 practiced	 for	 several	 years.	Watercolor	was	 his	
expressive	element,	where	he	mainly	depicted	landscapes	and	feminine	figures,	trying	to	continually	
improve	technique	and	artistic	inspiration.	He	loved	to	go	to	the	musical	concerts	and	in	special	to	the	
Lang	Lang	piano	concerts,	which	he	was	fascinated	about.	

	
I	remember	Marcello	as	a	significant	part	of	my	life	and	even	now,	when	his	physical	presence,	with	
time,	is	becoming	increasingly	faded,	his	memory	becomes	ever	more	vivid,	and	I	mean	that	I	feel	his	
absence	a	lot;	the	person,	the	discussions,	the	time	spent	together.	
	
Giorgio	
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Marcello	and	Giorgio	in	Portugal	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
	
Sheena	Lewis,	Queen's	University,	Belfast,	Northern	Ireland,	UK	

Sheena	

	
	
Memories	

	
I	didn't	have	the	pleasure	of	working	with	Marcello	but	I	have	a	couple	of	nice	memories	of	him.	One	
is	of	him	giving	a	lecture	on	sperm	DNA	and	its	ramifications	a	long	time	ago	and	I	was	enthused	and	
inspired	to	keep	working	on	this	important	topic.	The	second	memory	is	a	social	one	at	a	conference	
when	I	sat	beside	him	at	dinner.	 He	was	fun!	
	
Sheena	
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Editors’ Note: 
In this issue, we have initiated a new feature of providing a brief memorial to key colleagues in our field who have passed away. We provide this memorial to 
both honor our friends and colleagues and to inform others in the field. Everyone in our community has the right of being informed about the key 
achievements and personal keynotes of the colleagues who passed the baton to younger generation. Especially, our young andrologists should treasure the 
lessons and bear witness to their great predecessors. As sad as inaugurating this feature may be, we thank Jens Peter Bonde and Aleksander Giwercman for 
initiating this and will be grateful to all readers who will contribute in the future. 
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MARCELLO  SPANO' 

While  conversing with his  research  team at ENEA  in  Rome, 
Marcello Spano' suffered a cardiac arrest, and died at the hospital 
without regaining consciousness a few days later — on January 
19, 2017. The meaningless death of Marcello at the age of 62 is a 
terrible loss for his family, his research team and collaborators at 
ENEA in Rome, and all his colleagues and friends in a large inter- 
national network of researchers. 

Marcello figured out at an early stage that a laboratory method 
to measure DNA  damage in spermatozoa, the so-called Sperm 
Chromatin   Structure  Assay  (SCSA),   had  a  great  potential  in 
research as well as in clinical  practice. He established a collabo- 
ration  with US  scientist  Professor Don Evenson,  who invented 
this assay and got it to work at his Lab at ENEA  in Rome. Subse- 
quently, Marcello’s lab has played a major role in numerous epi- 
demiological   and   experimental   studies   throughout  Europe, 
addressing toxic effects on male reproductive function by chem- 
icals in our environment. Of major importance, it turned out that 
the SCSA parameter called DFI  (DNA Fragmentation Index) is an 
independent predictor of male fertilizing potential and therefore 
has become an important part of diagnostics in infertility make- 
up.  During  the  past  few  years,  Marcello  and  his  team  have 
worked hard to develop and implement techniques to look into 
epigenetic changes in the human male genome in spermatozoa. 
He was brutally taken away just when this work was hoped to 
provide new important insight into male reproductive function 
and its susceptibility to environmental chemicals. 

Marcello  was not only a great scientist  but also a humanist 
with profound interest in literature, travel, and ancient as well as 
modern  history  and  politics.  His  ability  to communicate  with 
other people and to create social relationships  was remarkable, 
perhaps because he was an excellent listener.  In  human  rela- 
tions,  understanding was much  more important  than judging, 
the progress and performance of the group more important than 
that of the individual.  Marcello  insisted  on scientific  integrity 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
and high standards and never was tempted to harvest publicity from premature or preliminary research results. Marcello was a great friend and fan of Scandinavia, which he showed, not only by scientific collaboration but also by helping colleagues at Lund University with setting up and running SCSA. He also learned to speak and read Swedish by taking lessons at the Swedish Church in Rome. Many of his e-mails and SMSs sent to his Nordic friends were written in — close to perfect — Swed- ish. Although research was an important part of his life, he also appreciated his leisure time, which he spent meeting family, friends, reading, traveling, and aquarelle painting. Marcello was a very unique person — as researcher, colleague, and friend. His  early death is a tremendous loss to science, col- leagues at ENEA  and his  large international  collaborative research network. We will miss Marcello’s ever supporting back- up, his optimistic and humoristic  approach to life and partner- ships, his patience and understanding, a real friend one could always rely on. 
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