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Themes of the symposium

Mirroring the SETAC tripartite structure, the
purpose of the Symposium is to discuss how LCA
can support the decision making process at all
levels, i.e. industry and policy contexts, and how
LCA results can be efficiently communicated and
be used for supporting market strategies. After its
conception in the ’90s, the standardization
process that followed and that has recently given
rise to several spin off (e.g. carbon footprint,
water footprint, eco‐efficiency and others already
on the agenda), there is a urgent need to
harmonise several methodological developments
and conventions that have occurred. At the
industrial level, many initiatives are presently
under development, aimed at developing sector‐
specific guidance. At the policy level, it has been
recognized that with the growing popularity of
LCA in policy directives, a guidelines for policy
LCAs may become necessary too.

Topics for the call for papers

We invite the submission of papers addressing
these controversial themes, keeping in mind that
the keywords are robustness, transparency and
stakeholder involvement.
Contributions are welcome that provide examples
of applications on the following topics:

Publication in IEAM

Authors are also invited to submit their abstracts
to potentially result, upon decision from the
Scientific Committee, in an invitation to write a
full scientific article to be published in the
SCOPUS‐rated journal Integrated Environmental
Assessment and Management (IEAM). The
selected papers will be subject to standard peer
review and will be published in 2014, either in a
special Issue or in a special section of an issue
(depending on the number of papers).
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• ISIE special session: Experiences with
and criticisms of LCA as a tool for
supporting policies and (bio‐energy)
performance‐based regulation (see next
page);

• The role of LCA in the context of green
growth strategies and policies;

• LCA and its spin off: the Environmental
Footprints;

• Life cycle communication;

• Teaching and education in sustainability;

• LCA and Eco‐design to promote eco‐
innovation;

• Product (Environmental Footprint)
Category Rules and sector‐specific
approaches for fostering LCA
applications;

• Simplified LCA methods and tools;

• LCA and SMEs: approaches developed
for/by SMEs, main motivations and
advantages of using LCA;

• Participatory approaches in life cycle‐
based methods;

• LCA Databases and data networks;

• LCA and sustainability.
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Call for papers for the special session:

Since the early 1990s, life cycle assessment (LCA)
has increasingly been applied to support public
policy making. For example, during the 1990s, LCA
was used to support eco‐label, certification
schemes, policy documents, and packaging
legislation in Europe, and to guide the
development of alternative‐fuel policies in the US.
In the first decade of the 21st century, life cycle
thinking and formal LCA continued to grow in
importance: In Europe, LCA was incorporated into
“Integrated Product Policy”, the thematic
strategies on the Sustainable Use of Resources
and on the Prevention and Recycling of Waste,
and other policy initiatives; in the US, EU, and
Canada, several life cycle‐based carbon footprint
standards and regulations for transportation fuels
were established. However, shortly after LCA
began to be used to inform policy making, some
researchers and practitioners began to question
the validity and usefulness of results from LCA. In
particular, the use of LCA in performance‐based
regulations (PBRs), such as in the European
Renewable Energy Directive and California’s Low‐
Carbon Fuel Standards raised some serious
questions with respect to the robustness and
reliability of LCA results. For example, some of
these PBRs adopted attributional LCA, others
consequential LCA, and others a hybrid of these
approaches, resulting in different ratings and
even altering preference orders for transportation
fuels.
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In addition, most regulations lack reporting
requirements on the uncertainty of the LCA
results and subjective choices by the LCA
practitioner, which can result in LCA results
seeming more certain and scientifically objective
than they really are. Recently, a debate was
initiated within the Life Cycle Sustainability
Assessment (LCSA) community of the
International Society for Industrial Ecology (ISIE)
on the benefits and limitations of applying LCA to
support design of such public applications. The
debate is rooted in the “ISIE approach” towards
LCSA, broadening and deepening traditional
environmental LCA into a more comprehensive
LCSA. LCSA in this approach is a trans‐disciplinary
framework for integration of models rather than a
model in itself. The main focus is structuring,
selecting and making the plethora of disciplinary
models, including traditional LCA, practically
available for application to different types of life
cycle sustainability questions. How this ISIE
approach towards LCSA can be applied to support
public policy making is another question of
interest to the community.
This session invites abstracts addressing
experiences with the application of LCA for
supporting policies and performance‐based
regulations. Both case‐study based experiences
and review‐based experiences are welcomed.
Moreover, abstracts are welcomed evaluating the
role of attributional and/or consequential
approaches to LCA (usefulness, limitations,
neglected issues, etc.) and presenting alternative
broader life‐cycle based approaches for
supporting such public applications.

Special session organised by ISIE  (International Society for Industrial Ecology)

Experiences with and criticisms of LCA as a tool for supporting policies and (bio‐energy) 
performance‐based regulation
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Mark your agenda to join the SETAC Europe 19th LCA Case Study Symposium 
from 11 ‐ 13 November in Rome, Italy

Process and general organisation:
SETAC Europe
Av. de la Toison d'Or 67 b 6
B‐1060 Brussels, Belgium
T  +32 (0)2 772 72 81
valerie.verstappen@setac.org

IMPORTANT DATES
• Abstract submission open 15 March
• Registration open 15 June
• Abstract submission closed 5 September
• Abstract notification (acceptance/rejection) 20 September
• Early registration deadline 1 October
• Online registration closed 1 November
• Case Study Symposium 11‐15 November
• Full paper submission for IEAM (if any) 15 December

Scientific organisation:
css2013rome@enea.it

http://lcarome.setac.eu
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• Product (Environmental Footprint) Category

• Simplified LCA methods and tools

• LCA and SMEs

• Participatory approaches

• LCA Databases and data networks

• LCA and sustainability

• ISIE special session

• Green growth strategies and policies

• Environmental Footprints

• Life cycle communication

• Teaching and education in sustainability

• LCA and Eco‐design


