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The Art-Test Company  (Luciano Marras and C.) is a 

micro enterprise active in the provision of services and in 

the development of innovative technologies, tools, and 

software-specific diagnostics applied to the field of 

Cultural Heritage. 

 

Art-Test offers its diagnostic services to: 

- Private 

- Superintendencies 

- Museums 

- University 

- Foundations 

- Clerical Entities 

… 
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ArTeaperta project literally opens our laboratories 

doors to an audience as wide as possible in order 

to make the value of art and our diagnostic work 

understandable to the community.  

 

ArTeaperta consists in offering a free specialist advice to sensitize the 

private sector, the small collector and connoisseur of art about scientific 

analysis applied to objects of historic and artistic interest, to make known 

and promote the potential of the instrumental techniques used in this field. 
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The goal is to increase our clientele and 

consequently maintain our leading position on the 

marketplace already well established in different 

years, connecting the aspects of higher cultural 

value of the initiative with those more strictly 

economic and commercial, also in important 

positive effects for the supply chain (restorers, art 

experts, art dealers, etc). 

The offer of a free service is aimed at creating a request in a target user 

usually not informed about this particular set of technical resources for art.  
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The practice of study, estimate and restore a work of art 

or an archaeological object only after conducting a 

targeted scientific analysis has long been a common 

practice in major state institutions (Opificio delle Pietre 

Dure of Florence, Institute for the Conservation and 

Restoration in Rome, etc..) but the perception of the 

private citizen to the methods and technologies to be 

used is the inaccessibility of resources and 

unreachability of costs. 

The aim is therefore to instill in the public a different way of 

understanding the scientific studies, their potential and consequently to 

stimulate a more resolute approach. 
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The techniques offered during each session of 

arTeaperta are: 

 

- Digital microscope observation of the object; 

- A series of photographic acquisitions through   

  multispectral imaging in the visible, in IR and  

  in UV; 

- Analysis of some representative points in         

  X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF). 
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If the work of art needs a thorough investigation,  

Art-Test and ICCOM CNR provide further to: 

 
- An innovative scanner IR for reflectography, totally  

  designed and developed on their own, can still be  

  considered an instrument of international leading  

  and subject to constant development with the  

  expansion of functionality and integration of the  

  power of investigation; 

- IR reflectography in false color; 

- UV fluorescence associated with the multilayer   

  analysis; 

- 3D multispectral 

- Colorimetric measurements 

- Specific surveys on micro sample (analysis with  

  SEM, LIBS, micro-Raman and FT-IR  

  spectroscopies); 

- Long wave active thermography; 

- Digital radiography. 
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The works that we inspect represent for us 

an important experiential database 

because they are artifacts and art objects 

covering a wide series of materials, for 

example:  

traditional paintings on wood and canvas, 

paintings on media specific (copper plates, 

of avoriolina, slate); tapestry and covers 

with gold thread, sculptures, prints and 

copies in perfect imitation, authentic 

paintings related to important attributions, 

from the Middle Ages up to Contemporary 

times. 
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Our research group is united by interdisciplinary high 

cooperation, with a strong cultural complementarity of all the 

members, flexibility, participation in the process of defining 

work of art in question and a strong sense of teamwork. 

 

During arTeaperta, engineers and researchers from the 

National Research Council (physicists, chemists, art 

historians, conservation scientists), restorers and experts of 

art combine in a fruitful interdisciplinary dialogue aimed at 

the simultaneous debate and growth of their professional 

skills. 

Within the group everyone’s knowledge is shared smoothly, 

complementing each other and expressing results greater 

than the sum of the individual components, acquiring a 

cumulative effect of knowledge that is a fundamental 

prerogative of science. 
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